Lecture 20 – Royal Challenges to Papal Authority

Summary
In this class we discuss royal challenges to papal authority in the late Middle Ages, culminating in the story of the Avignon Papacy.

Vocabulary

Petrarch
Canon Law
Papal States
Plenitude of Power
Saint Francis of Assisi
Franciscans
Dominicans
Philip IV (Philip the Fair)
Avignon Papacy
Indulgences
Simony
Western Schism
Council of Constance
Popes
Gregory VII (r. 1073-1085)
Innocent III (r. 1198-1216)
Boniface VIII (r. 1294-1303)
Clement V (r. 1305-1314)
Gregory XI (r. 1370-1378)
Urban VI (r. 1378-1389)
Clement VII (antipope, r. 1378-1394)
Martin V (r. 1417-1432)
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Outline
Prologue: Petrarch in Avignon, “The Babylon of the West” (ca. 1340)

The Papacy in the Late Middle Ages
The Pope as King
Pope Innocent III and Papal Plenitude of Power (early 13th century)
The Church as a Secular Institution
Rise of the Mendicant Orders: The Franciscans and Dominicans (13th century)

Religious and Secular Conflict: Boniface VIII and King Philip IV of France (late 13th – early 14th cent.)

Avignon Papacy (1314-1377)
	Winners and Losers
	Consequences: The Rise of Indulges and Simony 

The Western Schism (1378-1417)
	Competing Popes in Rome and Avignon
	Two Popes Become Three
	Council of Constance (1417)

Epilogue: Petrarch and an End to the Dark Ages
